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The Larva and Pupa of Anthocharis damone 
Boisduval from Greece (Lep.: Pieridae) 

By John G. Coutsis, B.A., M.Arch. 

The full grown larva of Anthocharis damone is approxi¬ 
mately 1 J 8 inches in length and is identical in shape to that of 
Anthocharis cardamines L. 

The head is light blue-green with dense and minute dark 
blue-green dots and numerous, short, whitish hairs. Sides of 
head with a white line, ending frontally into a round whitish 
spot. 

The body has a light blue-green upperside, shot with very 
numerous and small dark blue-green dots and covered with 
short, whitish hairs. Ventral area same as dorsal one, but 
ground colour a shade darker. Sides of body with a white line 
that bears a well defined lower edge and a rather fuzzy upper 
edge. The spiracles are white and are placed along the upper 
edge of the white lateral line. Each body segment has two 
minute sub-dorsal wartlets, one on each side, that bear a short 
black bristle. Prolegs and true legs same colour as the rest of 
ventral area. 

The pupa has a length of just under 1 inch and has the 
same shape as that of cardamines. At first it has an overall 
bright green colour, but this is eventually replaced by drabber 
hues. Dorsum light sandy-grey. Ventral area dirty grey-white; 
veins of wing cases somewhat lighter coloured. Sides of body 
with a supraspiracular dark grey-green line, that extends from 
the last abdominal segment to the front end of the head pro¬ 
minence, being interrupted only by the antenna case. Upper- 
side with a narrow mid-dorsal dark grey-green line, that ex¬ 
tends from the last abdominal segment to the base of the head. 
All body segments have two minute sub-dorsal blackish spots, 
one on each side, the ones on the first abdominal segment 
being decidedly the largest. Wing cases with a small black 
spot in the discoidal area. There are traces of a grey-green, 
ventral line, on each side and along all abdominal segments. 

Larvae obtained from eggs laid in the wild on the flower 
buds of Isatis tinctoria L. and subsequently bred in captivity on 
same plant. 

It is worth noting that the oupa of Euchloe ausonia Hubner, 
apart from being heavier, has a head prominence that is 
markedly bent downwards, whereas damone has it slightly 
bent upwards. 
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